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Framing of rising
number of political
issues and participants
as battle and war

Silencing: Political and
military strategy to
disrupt communication
& coordination of
‘enemy’ during crisis

Political violence format
in West shifting from
cells to ideological riots,
insurrection, and
symbolic sieges

Securitised architecture
and visible urban decay
could have behavioural
impacts, raising risks of
socioeconomic and
political crimes

Prolonged uncertainty,
censorship, and
frustration affecting risk
appetite and perception

Amygdala-based
thought (fear, stress,
unknown) impedes new
learning and raises
aggression
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Integrated topics chosen by the editors for biweekly reading,
analysis, and discussion

Crisis: Tactical Silence
Counter & Anti terrorism
Treat or Contain

Design Issues: Terrorists # Siege
Cleanliness and Crime
Tangential Behaviours

Fear & Uncertainty
Memory, Learning, Action
Impact on Risk Assessments

OPEN

Terrorism research has for decades suggested that political inclusion and
openness is a remedy for violence. Censorship therefore seems remarkably
counter-intuitive. That is, until one acknowledges held perceptions of crisis
and ideological combat, not competition. Rather than reducing risks via the
long-term approach tools of anti-terrorism, actions have mostly been heavy-
handed, reactive counter-terror (CT) to contain a ‘crisis’. This of course
typically backfires, hence provocationis a tried and trusted terrorism strategy.

Open communication is understood as a solution because it gives actors a
sense of political empowerment, reducing resort to violence. It also grants
more opportunity for precipitating doubt, ‘decelerating’ movements, and
easily gathering credible intelligence. By contrast, exclusionary politics renders
disengagement and deradicalisation less likely. It limits receiving groups and
livelihood options for ethnically/ideologically disparate persons. Democratic
political competition slips instead towards a zero-sum war for existence.

However: Communication controls are tactically beneficial for sovereignty or
authoritarianism. Media blackouts were recently used in Tigray, Ethiopia
(total), the USA and Uganda (Select) for power outcomes, including CT:

‘Crackdowns "help to keep the violent extremists off-balance and wondering
where to go next. .. As they scramble to find new homes, they inevitably
make mistakes and leave clues and trails that law enforcement can use to
identify and defeat them"' - Former Assistant FBI Director Frank Figliuzzi
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The lack of a mainstream outlet
allowed radical groups to
capitalize on broader anger.

Byman, 2021

Extremist blowback — Not just
among international jihadist
terrorists, but also right-wing
armed actors in the USA.
Veterans greatly increased
capacity for violence & political
capital of these groups.

Felbab-Brown, 2021

“The ban on Twitter is a decision
of people we don't know in
accordance with a procedure we
don'tknow. .. basedon

emotions and personal political
preferences.”

Navalny in Chazan et al. 2021

No one ever raised the specter of
amass insurrection advancing on
the Capitol. The possibility of a
domestic terrorism mob attack
nNever arose.

Hantman, 2021

Stress may facilitate the
propensity to form threat-related
associations. [ e.g. right = Cult Nazi
Terrorists, left = Communist Tyrants]

Yu, 2016

POLITICAL

CPTED aims to reduce fear and enhance legitimate use & enjoyment of public spaces.
It incorporated more political crime prevention features as violent extremism rose in
developed countries. Yet, attacks influencing CPTED choices involved explosives,
vehicles, and armed individuals or cells. Designing for mobs, sieges, andinsurrections
has not been the typical approach to architecture outside of active conflict zones.
Given the upsurge of protest and unrest around the world, including Capitol Hill, the
Bundestag, and Tunisia, approaches may need to be (temporarily?) altered to limit
reliance on defensive human forces —and the potential for their filmed (re)actions.

Physical environments and conduct perceptions set behavioural norms.
Broken-window policing was thus quite successful for serious crime reduction
in Lowell, Massachusetts (Sapolsky, 2017: 95-96). The implication is that
indicators of a minor/associated crime subconsciously legitimise other social
norm violations, a basis also for ‘hate speech’ control. Symbolic factors like
graffiti, litter, and concrete barricades influence how inhabitants
communicate about, perceive, and engage with their sociopolitical
environment. Awrong ‘look’ may yield or accelerate political criminality trends.

YOURAMYGDALA -

The amygdala is a brain structure that allows us to learn from and craft behaviour to
aversive events. It affects memory formation in the hippocampus, and wars with the
prefrontal cortex (PFC) to determine whether thoughts/actions are rational or fear-
based. The amygdala is most powerful when: A memory is traumatic, conditions are
uncertain (no predictability or control), and when people perceive isolation, stress, and
long-term dread. When the amygdala is active, punitive aggression intensifies. The
longer we are afraid of an unknown, the likelier we are to simply act to alleviate the
psychological discomfort, or over-respond to signs of danger (Sapolsky, 2017: 34-44).

One problem for our current information environment is that new learningis hindered
when the amygdala overrides the PFC. This affects news consumers, voters, and the
choices for risk assessors. Much like reactive CT, the amygdala is our less logical
emergency mode: It activates to preserve the self. This is done by savagely simplifying
complex relationships, reinforcing negative associations, and inhibiting contradictory
cues —you could consider this cognition mode a facilitator of political radicalisation. If
political competition is framed as war with a morally reprehensible outgroup, the
insular cortex (our disgust processor) drives amygdala activity, raising hostility and
sharpening polarised categories of ‘Us: Glorious!"and Them: Very Bad — Quiet at will.'

What is a ‘better’ policy: Punishing extremist behaviour/speech (CT)
or ensuring openness and inclusion (anti-terror tool)?

Should public resources be used for rapid urban clean-ups? Are
deterrent displays and securitised architecture setting the tone?

Is it sensible to ‘over-act’ when threats are highly uncertain? Or could
this be contributing to mutual acceleration of CT & terrorist violence?
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SELECT READINGS

THEME1

Collier, C., Schechter, A., & Kaplan, E. (2021, January 14). Telegram, a recent haven
for the far right, purges extremist content. NBC News.

Crenshaw, M. (1991) How terrorism declines. Terrorism and Political Violence, 3(1),
69-87,

THEME 2

(2021, January 16). ‘As if it was Baghdad': US Secret Service creates fortified
‘Capitol Green Zone' ahead of inauguration. Russia Today.

Hantman, A. M. (2021, January 19). Former US Capitol architect: Security
measures we designed weren't meant for a mob. USA Today.

Hillman, J. E., & McCalpin, M. (2019, November 4). Watching Huawei's “Safe
Cities". CSIS Briefs.

. Other than physical and personnel systems for authority
preservation, urban technology is an important tool for modern city security.

THEME 3

Chalfant, M. (2021, January 18). Acting Defense secretary says 'no
intelligence' indicating insider threat to inauguration. The Hill.

Look
at the comments.

Yu, R. (2016). Stress potentiates decision biases: A stress induced
deliberation-to-intuition (SIDI) model. Neurobiology of Stress, 3, pp. 83-95.
DOI:

Simple subject Introduction. Understanding biopsychological decision biases
allows us to develop systematic ways to correct them when carrying out professional
analysis and decisions — but that should never totally exclude emotional (gut,
amygdal] input which is a product of experiential learning.
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Byman, D. L. (2020, June 2). Riots, white supremacy, and accelerationism. Brookings —
Order from Chaos.

Byman, D. L. (2021, January 15). White supremacist terrorism: Key trends to watch in 2021.
Brookings — Order from Chaos.

Chazan, G., Foy, F., Murphy H. (2021, January 12). Angela Merkel attacks Twitter over Trump
ban. Financial Times.

Felbab-Brown, V. (2021, January 12). US policy toward Afghanistan: Consider the trade-
offs, including with other policy areas. Brookings — Order from Chaos.

(2021, January 7). Germany reviews parliament security after US Capitol riot. DW.

The Joe Rogan Experience Podcast. (2021, January 16). Former ACLU Head Ira Glasser on
Why You Can't Ban Hate Speech [Video]. Youtube.
(17 mins)
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